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Frédéric François Chopin

Peter Ilich Tchaikovsky

HIS LIFE AND MUSIC
s¬ "ORN¬ -ARCH¬ ��¬ ����¬ NEAR¬ 7ARSAW�¬
0OLAND¬ AND¬ DIED¬ /CTOBER¬ ���¬ ����¬ IN¬
0ARIS¬AT¬��¬YEARS¬OLD�¬
s¬ #HOPIN¬ IS¬ CONSIDERED¬ ONE¬ OF¬ THE¬
GREAT¬MASTERS¬OF¬2OMANTIC¬MUSIC�
s¬ 4HE¬ GREAT¬ MAJORITY¬ OF¬ #HOPINgS¬
COMPOSITIONS¬WERE¬WRITTEN¬FOR¬THE¬PIANO¬
AS¬ SOLO¬ INSTRUMENT�¬ ONLY¬ A¬ FEW¬ REQUIRE¬
ACCOMPANYING¬ORCHESTRA�¬

FUN FACTS
s¬ #HOPIN¬HIMSELF¬NEVER¬GAVE¬TITLES¬TO¬HIS¬
INSTRUMENTAL¬WORKS�¬BUT¬ IDENTIFIED¬THEM¬
SIMPLY¬BY¬NUMBER�
s¬ 7HEN¬HE¬WAS¬ELEVEN¬YEARS¬OLD�¬#HOPIN¬
PERFORMED¬IN¬THE¬PRESENCE¬OF¬!LEXANDER¬
)�¬4SAR¬OF¬2USSIA�¬)N¬2USSIA�¬A¬TSAR¬IS¬A¬KIND¬
OF¬KING�¬
s¬ #HOPIN¬INVENTED¬MUSICAL¬FORMS¬SUCH¬AS¬
THE¬INSTRUMENTAL¬ballade�

HIS LIFE AND MUSIC
s¬ "ORN¬ IN¬ -AY¬ ��¬ �����¬ NEAR¬ 6OLGA�¬
2USSIA�¬AND¬DIED¬SUDDENLY¬ON¬.OVEMBER¬
��¬ ����¬ AT¬ ��¬ �¬ NINE¬ DAYS¬ AFTER¬ THE¬
PREMIERE¬ OF¬ HIS¬ Sixth Symphony, THE¬
Pathétique�
s¬ /NE¬ OF¬ 4CHAIKOVSKY�S¬ MOST¬ POPULAR¬
PIECES¬ WAS¬ Swan Lake�¬ WRITTEN¬ FOR¬ A¬
BALLET�¬
s¬ (IS¬ MUSIC¬ HAS¬ BEAUTIFUL¬ SINGABLE¬
MELODIES¬AND¬LUSH¬CHORDS�¬
s¬ (E¬PAINTS¬PICTURES¬IN¬MUSIC¬WITH¬SUCH¬
PIECES¬ AS¬ The Nutcracker Suite¬ AND¬
Romeo and Juliet�¬

FUN FACTS
s¬ Swan Lake¬WAS¬THE¬FIRST¬BALLET¬SET¬TO¬THE¬
SCORE¬OF¬A¬SYMPHONIC¬COMPOSER�
s¬ )N¬HIS¬1812 Overture�¬THE¬SCORE¬ACTUALLY¬
CALLS¬FOR¬REAL¬CANNONS¬TO¬BE¬SHOT�
s¬ !FTER¬ 4CHAIKOVSKY¬ WAS¬ MARRIED�¬ HE¬
IMMEDIATELY¬MADE¬ARRANGEMENTS¬TO¬NEVER¬
SEE¬HIS¬WIFE¬AGAIN�
s¬ .O¬ONE¬IS¬QUITE¬SURE¬WHETHER¬HIS¬DEATH¬
WAS¬BY¬ACCIDENT¬OR¬BY¬POISON�¬)T¬REMAINS¬A¬
MYSTERY�
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Other Famous Composers...
s¬ 2ICHARD¬7AGNER¬�����¬
¬����	

s¬ 3ERGEI¬2ACHMANINOFF¬�����¬
¬����	

s¬ &RANZ¬3CHUBERT¬�����¬
¬����	

s¬ (ECTOR¬"ERLIOZ¬�����¬
¬����	
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HIS LIFE AND MUSIC
s¬ "ORN¬-AY¬��¬����¬IN¬'ERMANY¬AND¬DIED¬
!PRIL¬�������
s¬ "RAHMS¬ WAS¬ A¬ VIRTUOSO¬ PIANIST¬ AND¬
WROTE¬HUNDREDS¬OF¬PIECES¬FOR¬ALL¬KINDS¬OF¬
COMBINATIONS¬OF¬INSTRUMENTS�
s¬ /NE¬ OF¬ HIS¬ MOST¬ POPULAR¬ WORKS¬ IS¬ HIS¬
6IOLIN¬ #ONCERTO¬ WRITTEN¬ FOR¬ HIS¬ GREAT¬
FRIEND�¬*OHANNES¬*OACHIM�
s¬ "RAHMS¬WAS¬A¬HUGE¬FAN¬OF¬"EETHOVEN�

FUN FACTS
s¬ "RAHMS¬WAS¬A¬PERFECTIONIST¬AND¬THREW¬
AWAY¬ A¬ LOT¬ OF¬ HIS¬ MUSIC¬ AS¬ HE¬ DIDN�T¬
CONSIDER¬IT¬PERFECT¬ENOUGH�
s¬ "RAHMS¬TOOK¬��¬YEARS¬TO¬COMPLETE¬HIS¬
FIRST¬ SYMPHONY�¬ 7HEN¬ IT¬ WAS¬ COMPLETED�¬
"EETHOVEN¬DUBBED¬IT¬HIS¬��TH¬3YMPHONY�
"RAHMS¬ LOVED¬ WALKING�¬ AND¬ SPENT¬ THE¬
3PRING¬ IN¬ )TALY¬ AND¬ FOUND¬ SOMEWHERE¬
LOVELY¬IN¬%UROPE¬TO¬SPEND¬THE¬3UMMER�

More about the Romantic Period...
s¬ 2OMANTIC¬¬PERIOD¬MUSIC¬WAS¬MUCH¬MORE¬DRAMATIC�¬COMPOSERS¬BEGAN¬TO¬
EXPRESS¬THEIR¬FEELINGS¬AND¬EMOTIONS¬THROUGH¬MUSIC�¬4HIS¬IS¬WHY¬IT¬WAS¬CALLED¬THE¬
2/-!.4)#¬PERIOD�¬

s¬ #OMPOSERS¬BEGAN¬WRITING¬PROGRAM¬MUSIC�¬MUSIC¬THAT¬DEPICTED¬A¬STORY�¬SUCH¬AS¬
-USSORGSKY�S¬Night on a Bald Mountain.

s¬ 2OMANTIC¬COMPOSERS¬WERE¬CONSIDERED¬SUPERSTARS¬OF¬THEIR¬TIME�¬MANY¬WERE¬RICH¬
AND¬FAMOUS¬AND¬TRAVELLED¬ALL¬OVER¬%UROPE�
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Johannes Brahms


