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Antonio Vivaldi

Johann Sebastian Bach

HIS LIFE AND MUSIC
s¬ "ORN¬ -ARCH¬ ��¬ ����¬ IN¬ 6ENICE¬ AND¬
DIED¬*ULY¬���¬����¬IN¬6IENNA�¬
s¬ (E¬WROTE¬OVER¬���¬PIECES¬OF¬MUSIC�
s¬ (E¬WROTE¬HUNDREDS¬OF¬CONCERTOS¬AND¬
OPERAS�¬ !¬ "AROQUE¬ CONCERTO¬ HAD¬ TWO¬
GROUPS¬OF¬PLAYERS�¬ONE¬ LARGER¬ THAN¬ THE¬
OTHER�¬ )N¬ A¬ CONCERT�¬ THEY¬ TOOK¬ TURNS¬
PERFORMING�
s¬ /NE¬ OF¬ HIS¬ POPULAR¬ PIECES¬ IS¬ THE 
FOUR SEASONS�

INTERESTING FACTS
s¬ 6IVALDI¬ WAS¬ EMPLOYED¬ BY¬ A¬ WEALTHY¬
ORPHANAGE¬ FOR¬ GIRLS¬ AND¬ WROTE¬ LOTS¬ OF¬
MUSIC¬FOR¬THEM¬AS¬PRACTICE¬PIECES�¬
s¬ (E¬WAS¬FIRED¬FROM¬THE¬ORPHANAGE¬AND¬
THEN¬GOT¬HIS¬JOB¬BACK¬AT¬THE¬SAME¬PLACE�
s¬ (E¬HAD¬RED¬HAIR¬AND¬ON¬THE¬DAY¬HE¬WAS¬
BORN¬THERE¬WAS¬AN¬EARTHQUAKE�
s¬ 6IVALDI¬HAD¬ASTHMA�

HIS LIFE AND MUSIC
s¬ "ORN¬-ARCH¬���¬����¬AND¬DIED¬ *ULY¬
���¬����¬IN¬'ERMANY�¬
s¬ /NE¬ OF¬ "ACH�S¬ MOST¬ FAMOUS¬ PIECES¬
WAS¬HIS¬AIR ON A G STRING�¬
s¬ "ACH¬ WAS¬ A¬ MUSICAL¬ GENIUS¬ WHO¬
PLAYED¬ THE¬ ORGAN�¬ (E¬ WROTE¬ ORGAN¬
PIECES�¬ ORCHESTRA¬ PIECES�¬ LUTE¬ PIECES�¬
HARPSICHORD¬ PIECES�¬ CHOIR¬ PIECES�¬ AND¬
LOADS¬MORE�
s¬ (E¬ WAS¬ EMPLOYED¬ BY¬ CHURCHES¬ AND¬
THEREFORE¬WROTE¬LOADS¬OF¬CHURCH¬MUSIC�¬
s¬ "ACH¬WAS¬A¬MASTER¬AT¬WRITING¬FUGUES�¬
WHICH¬WERE¬REALLY¬LIKE¬ROUNDS�¬BUT¬A¬BIT¬
MORE¬COMPLICATED�

FUN FACTS
s¬ (E¬WAS¬NEVER¬FAMOUS¬IN¬HIS¬LIFETIME�¬)N¬
FACT�¬ HE¬ WAS¬ JUST¬ KNOWN¬ AS¬ THE¬ CHURCH¬
ORGANIST�¬ "54�¬ AFTER¬ HE¬ DIED�¬ PEOPLE¬
REALIZED¬WHAT¬A¬GENIUS¬HE¬WAS�¬
s¬ (E¬HAD¬TWENTY¬CHILDREN�¬OF¬WHICH¬FOUR¬
BECAME¬FAMOUS¬MUSICIANS�
s¬ "ACH¬WAS¬VERY¬IMPATIENT¬WITH¬PEOPLE¬
NOT¬AS¬SKILLED¬AS¬HIMSELF�¬(E¬ONCE¬TOOK¬OFF¬
HIS¬ WIG¬ AND¬ THREW¬ IT¬ AT¬ A¬ PLAYER¬ WHO¬
COULDN�T¬PLAY¬THE¬RIGHT¬NOTES�¬/N¬ANOTHER¬
OCCASION¬ HE¬ TOLD¬ A¬ BAD¬ BASSOON¬ PLAYER¬
THAT¬HE¬SOUNDED¬LIKE¬A¬NANNY¬GOAT�
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George Frideric Handel
HIS LIFE AND MUSIC
s¬ "ORN¬IN¬'ERMANY¬&EBRUARY¬���¬����¬
AND¬DIED¬!PRIL¬���¬�����
s¬ (E¬SPENT¬MOST¬OF¬HIS¬LIFE¬IN¬%NGLAND¬
AND¬LATER¬BECAME¬AN¬%NGLISH¬CITIZEN�
s¬ (E¬WROTE¬MANY¬PIECES¬FOR¬%NGLISH¬
ROYALTY¬SUCH¬AS¬Music for the Royal 
Fireworks¬AND¬Water Music�¬REQUESTED¬
BY¬+ING¬'EORGE¬)�¬WHO¬WANTED¬A¬CONCERT¬
ON¬THE¬2IVER¬4HAMES�
s¬ (ANDEL¬WROTE¬��¬OPERAS¬AND¬MANY¬
ORATORIOS¬�OPERAS¬WITHOUT¬THE¬ACTING	�
s¬ /NE¬OF¬HIS¬MOST¬POPULAR¬PIECES¬TODAY¬
IS¬HIS¬Messiah�¬WHICH¬CONTAINS¬THE¬
FAMOUS¬Hallelujah Chorus �4RACK	�
s¬ )N¬ADDITION¬TO¬HIS¬LARGER¬PIECES�¬HE¬
ALSO¬WROTE¬��¬KEYBOARD¬SUITES�¬WHICH¬
WERE¬SETS¬OF¬SMALL¬PIECES¬BASED¬ON¬
DANCES�

Other Famous Composers...
s¬ *OHANN¬0ACHELBEL¬�����n����	

s¬ (ENRY¬0URCELL¬�����n����	

s¬ 'EORG¬0HILIPP¬4ELEMANN¬�����n����	

s¬ *EAN0HILIPPE¬2AMEAU¬�����n����	

FUN FACTS
s¬ (ANDEL�S¬DAD¬BANNED¬HIM¬FROM¬PLAYING¬
THE¬CLAVICHORD�¬BUT¬HE¬MANAGED¬TO¬
SMUGGLE¬ONE¬UP¬TO¬HIS¬BEDROOM¬IN¬THE¬
ATTIC¬AND¬PRACTICE¬IT¬WHEN¬HIS¬DAD¬WAS¬
ASLEEP�
s¬ $URING¬A¬PERFORMANCE¬OF¬Music for the 
Royal Fireworks�¬ONE¬OF¬THE¬lREWORKS¬HIT¬
A¬SPECIALLY¬MADE¬WOODEN¬CARVING¬OF¬
'EORGE¬)�¬4HE¬WHOLE¬STAGE¬CAUGHT¬lRE¬AND¬
FELL¬APART�
s¬ "EETHOVEN¬ONCE¬SAID¬OF¬(ANDEL�¬
“Handel is the greatest composer who 
ever lived. I would bare my head and 
kneel at his grave.”

More about the Baroque Period...
s¬ 4HE¬"AROQUE¬0ERIOD¬FOLLOWED¬THE¬2ENAISSANCE¬0ERIOD¬
FROM¬����¬TO¬�����¬)T¬WAS¬A¬PERIOD¬OF¬ORCHESTRAS¬AND¬FANCY¬
MUSIC�

s¬ 3INGERS¬AND¬INSTRUMENTALISTS¬USED¬ORNAMENTS¬SUCH¬AS¬TRILLS�¬
TURNS�¬AND¬APPOGGIATURAS¬TO¬MAKE¬THEIR¬MUSIC¬MORE¬FANCY�

s¬ 4HE¬HARPSICHORD¬WAS¬A¬FEATURED¬INSTRUMENT¬DURING¬THIS¬
PERIOD¬OF¬MUSIC�¬

s¬ 7OMEN¬WERE¬NOT¬ALLOWED¬TO¬PERFORM¬IN¬"AROQUE¬ORCHES
TRAS�¬#HAIRS¬WERE¬NOT¬ALLOWED�¬MUSICIANS¬STOOD¬TO¬PERFORM�¬

s¬ 4HE¬CLARINET¬WAS¬INTRODUCED¬NEAR¬THE¬END¬OF¬THE¬"AROQUE¬
0ERIOD�¬
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